
ASEAN visitors in Hong Kong 

Chinese New Year Reception in Singapore

Senior Minister of State for Trade & Industry of Singapore, Dr Koh Poh Koon, led a visit to the Guangdong-Hong Kong-
Macao Greater Bay Area from April 15 to 22. During his visit to Hong Kong, Dr Koh met with the Secretary for Commerce 
and Economic Development, Mr Edward Yau, to explore potential opportunities on bilateral trade and investment 
relations between Hong Kong and Singapore, and learn more about Hong Kong's future economic priorities.

President of Lao National Chamber of Commerce and Industry, Mr Oudet Souvannavong, visited Hong Kong from January 
27 to February 2. He met with, among others, government officials and visited different bureaux and departments with 
a view to enhancing exchanges and understanding between Hong Kong and Laos.

The Hong Kong Economic and Trade Office (HKETO) in Singapore celebrated the Chinese New Year of the Pig with some 300 
guests from the diplomatic, business, academic and cultural circles, as well as the local Hong Kong community on February 
22. The reception was held at the Fullerton Bay Hotel on the eighteenth day of the Lunar New Year.

The Director of the HKETO in Singapore, Mr Bruno Luk, gave a welcoming speech. He presented the outlook of Hong Kong’s 
economy in 2019, highlighting the “Outline Development Plan for the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area” 
promulgated by the Central Government of China. He also talked about Hong Kong’s soft power such as cultural and creative 
industries which had been a key growth driver in recent years. Mr Luk said the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region 
Government had been putting a lot of efforts to establish Hong Kong’s position as an international cultural metropolis, 
nurture and support the development of local arts groups and artists; and strengthen our cultural co-operation and 
exchanges with the Mainland as well as overseas countries.

During the reception, a group of Hong Kong young musicians, who were led by erhu player Chan Pik-sum and harmonica 
virtuoso Cy Leo Ho, were invited to stage a performance. Guests were fascinated by their Chinese and Western music cross-
over performance, which fully demonstrated the creative charm of Hong Kong young music makers.
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(Left photo) The Director of HKETO, Mr Bruno Luk (third left); 
Counsellor of the Embassy of the People’s Republic of China in 
Singapore, Mr Pan Zejun (second left); the Chairman of the Hong 
Kong Singapore Business Association, Mr Dennis Chiu (third 
right); the Director of Singapore, Hong Kong Trade Development 
Council, Ms Vivienne Chee (first left); the Senior Manager of Hong 
Kong Tourism Board, Ms Amy Lam (second right); and the Chief 
of Staff, APEC Secretariat, Ms Irene Sim (first right), propose a 
toast at the reception.
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BILATERAL EXCHANGES



Hong Kong musicians in Singapore
With the support and sponsorship of the HKETO in Singapore, a group of Hong Kong young musicians staged a series of 
performances in Singapore in February.

As part of Huayi - Chinese Festival of Arts 2019 organised by the Esplanade, the Hong Kong group presented a crossover 
performance with the theme “Beyond Times, Beyond Boundaries” on February 21 evening. At the audience-packed 
Esplanade Concourse, the young musicians displayed a fascinating potpourri of sounds from east and west, then and 
now, fully demonstrating Hong Kong’s music talent to the Singaporean audience.

5

Hong Kong young musicians in Singapore: (from left) Ma Sze-yan on yangqin, Chan Pik-
sum on erhu, Cy Leo Ho on harmonica, Joyce Cheung on keyboard, Blue Kwok on drums and 
Tsang Ho-wai on bass. (Photo courtesy of the Esplanade)

On February 23 afternoon, the erhu-harmonica duo and their eclectic ensemble gave another successful performance, 
gathering crowds of audience at the National Museum of Singapore. The performance was part of Singapore Rhapsodies 
series managed by Global Cultural Alliance to promote cultural exchange between Singaporean and overseas music 
talents. The Hong Kong group played a number of pieces in collaboration with Singaporean young musicians of Victoria 
Chinese Orchestra (VCO) and received big applause from the audience.

The Hong Kong group collaborated with their Singapore counterparts from 
VCO in an afternoon concert at the National Museum of Singapore.
(Photo courtesy of Global Cultural Alliance)
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“Beyond: Really Love You 
The Musical” in Singapore
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“Beyond: Really Love You The Musical”, with the sponsorship of 
the HKETO in Singapore, made its overseas debut in Drama 
Centre, Singapore on April 18. Produced by Hong Kong’s 
Spring-Time Experimental Theatre, the musical attracted 
more than 1,000 audience to their two performances on April 
18 and 19, showcasing Hong Kong’s multi-talented artists and 
its soft power in performing arts.

Some 200 guests from the diplomatic, government, business, 
academic and media sectors were invited to the first showing 
of the musical and pre-show reception. The guests enjoyed a 
reminiscent evening of songs and performance to pay tribute 
to Hong Kong’s legendary band Beyond, who was widely 
considered as the most successful and influential Cantopop 
band from Hong Kong in1980s and 1990s.

Speaking at the pre-show reception, Acting Director of the 
HKETO in Singapore, Mr Eric Lee, said Cantopop was an 
important component of Hong Kong’s local culture and he was 
fascinated to see how pop culture has brought people together. 
He particularly appreciated the contribution of Hong Kong’s arts 
groups in promoting cultural exchanges between Hong Kong and 
countries along the Belt and Road. Mr Lee added that the HKETO 
would endeavor to connect Hong Kong’s arts groups of various 
genres to the local arts circles and audience in the region.

Producer of the musical, Mr Clifton Ko, held a 
fruitful sharing session with some 30 students 
from Nanyang Academy of Fine Arts on his 
theatrical experience.
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Briefings to visitors from Hong Kong
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The HKETO in Singapore received two delegations from Hong Kong in January. Some 30 students and staff from the 
Hong Kong Baptist University and about 10 members of the Yau Tsim Mong District Council paid a visit to our office on 
January 9 and 21 respectively. The Director, Mr Bruno Luk, and Deputy Director, Mr Eric Lee, of the HKETO briefed our 
visitors on Hong Kong’s trade and economic ties with the ASEAN region and the promotional work conducted by our 
office. There were fruitful exchanges of views during the sessions.

Visit by students and staff 
of the Hong Kong Baptist 
University on January 9.

Visit by the Yau Tsim Mong 
District Council delegation on 
January 21.
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HONG KONG SPOTLIGHT

Art Basel returned to Hong Kong
Featuring 248 leading galleries from 32 territories, Art Basel Hong Kong 
returned in March this year for its sixth edition showcasing a wide range 
of masterpieces from the early 20th century alongside contemporary 
works of art. Paintings, sculptures, drawings, installations, photographs, 
film, video and digital artworks by both established and emerging artists 
were on show at the Hong Kong Convention and Exhibition Centre in 
Wan Chai. With half of the participating galleries coming from Asia and 
Asia-Pacific, Art Basel Hong Kong has provided a platform for the region’s 
artists to present their highest quality work to a global audience.


