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More than a year into the fight against COVID-19, the Hong 
Kong Special Administrative Region (HKSAR) Government 
continued to implement a comprehensive and co-
ordinated approach in tackling the virus, and has managed 
to keep the epidemic in check with the concerted efforts 
of different sectors of the community.  Given the volatile 
epidemic situation, stringent border control and social 
distancing measures have been adopted to guard against 
imported cases and prevent community spread of the 
virus respectively.

After consolidating anti-epidemic efforts of the past year, 
the HKSAR Government continues to stay focused to 
enhance testing and stringent contact tracing, make bold 
adjustment to social distancing measures as appropriate, 
and prevent imported cases by plugging all loopholes, 
among other initiatives.  The host of measures does not 
only aim at suppressing the epidemic in Hong Kong, but 
also targets to bring back normalcy for people’s lives and 
business operations as soon as possible.

Together, We Fight the Virus

After the Chief Executive and the officials received the vaccination at the 
Community Vaccination Centre run by the Department of Health at the 
Exhibition Gallery of the Hong Kong Central Library, some members of 
the Executive Council and the Legislative Council also received their first 
dose of the COVID-19 vaccine there on February 22.

Vaccination Programme

The HKSAR Government has been taking forward 
proactively the work on the procurement, approval and 
preparation for the administration of vaccines since late 
2020.  On February 18, 2021, the arrangements for the 
territory-wide COVID-19 Vaccination Programme were 
announced.  Two vaccines, namely Sinovac, developed and 
produced in the Mainland, and Fosun Pharma/BioNTech, 
manufactured in Germany, have been assessed by experts 
and authorised by the Secretary for Food and Health 
for emergency use in Hong Kong in accordance with the 
relevant legislation.

On February 22, the Chief Executive, Mrs Carrie Lam, and 
a number of Principal Officials took the lead to receive 
their first dose of the Sinovac vaccine.  While serving as 
an example to encourage members of the public to join 
the COVID-19 vaccination drive, they appealed to the 
public to get vaccinated against COVID-19 early to protect 
themselves and others, which is a major step in tackling 
the epidemic.

According to the recommendations of the two scientific 
committees under the Centre for Health Protection of 
the Department of Health and the four expert advisers 
appointed by the Chief Executive, and taking into account 
the supply situation of the vaccines when the vaccination 
programme kick started on February 26, priority 
vaccination was first arranged for five groups of people,  
including healthcare staff, staff involved in anti-epidemic 
work and the elderly.  The Government has then expanded 
the priority groups under the programme to cover as many 
people as possible from different age groups (aged 12 and 
above) and personnel in various frontline settings.  On 
May 25, the Government announced that the vaccination 
programme would be further expanded to cover eligible 
non-Hong Kong residents, including Mainland residents 
who are holders of the Exit-entry Permit for Travelling to 
and from Hong Kong and Macao and will stay in Hong Kong 
for a period of time due to public health considerations, 
as well as non-refoulement claimants and refugees 
recognised by the United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees in Hong Kong.
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The Chief Executive, Mrs Carrie Lam (centre), holds a press conference on 
the launch of the “Early Vaccination for All” campaign with the Secretary 
for Food and Health, Professor Sophia Chan (second left); the Secretary for 
the Civil Service, Mr Patrick Nip (second right); the Secretary for Innovation 
and Technology, Mr Alfred Sit (first right); and member of the Advisory 
Panel on COVID-19 Vaccines Dr Thomas Tsang (first left) on May 31.

The Secretary for the Civil Service, Mr Patrick Nip (third left), on May 
27 visits a construction site office in Kai Tak, which signed up for 
the Government’s outreach vaccination service. Photo shows Mr Nip 
chatting with a site worker who has received his vaccination.

"Early Vaccination for All" campaign

The “Early Vaccination for All” campaign was aimed to help 
build an immune barrier as soon as possible by significantly 
raising the vaccination rate during the three-month critical 
period from May to August, thereby restoring normality to 
society sooner rather than later.  Under the campaign, the 
Government rolled out various measures while different 
sectors in the community proposed reward programmes 
to encourage members of the public to get vaccinated.  
The Chief Executive, Mrs Carrie Lam, also appealed for 
support for the campaign from more than 100 property 
developers, retailer associations, employer federations 
and associations of Chinese fellow townsmen.  

A number of measures to promote vaccination were 
announced for the campaign, which includes the following:

• Facilitating vaccination – Government employees 
are entitled to a day of vaccination leave for each 
vaccination dose received for them to recuperate 
after getting vaccinated. Statutory bodies/public 
organisations and employers of enterprises were 
asked to provide similar facilitation arrangement.

• Vaccination in lieu of regular testing – To safeguard 
their health, front-line employees who have received 
the first dose of a vaccine and provided their 
vaccination record can be exempted from regular 
testing.

• Facilitating gatherings – Government to further relax 
social distancing measures with the vaccine bubble 
concept as the basis, including relaxation of the 
maximum number of persons allowed at premises, 
the maximum capacity of premises and operation 
hours, the types of activities allowed, and the 
distance among groups.  Relaxation measures will be 
reviewed and adjusted as the situation warrants.

Efforts to prevent imported cases 
While Hong Kong’s epidemic situation has stabilised 
with only sporadic confirmed cases, the Government 
has stepped up efforts to continuously guard against the 
importation of cases.  Entry restrictions and quarantine 
requirements for incoming travellers at different times 
have been extended or tightened for places of different 
infection risk levels.  In general, all inbound travellers are 
required to comply with stringent quarantine measures 
and repeated testing.  More specifically, countries and 
places are categorised into three groups according 
to the relevant risk-based boarding and compulsory 
quarantine requirements, which differ for inbound 
travellers according to their status of Hong Kong 
residency and vaccination.  Before boarding the flight to 
Hong Kong, all travellers must show their negative result 
proof of a polymerase chain reaction-based nucleic 
acid test for COVID-19 conducted within 72 hours of 
their departure, confirmation of room reservation 
in a Designated Quarantine Hotel and vaccination 
record as appropriate.  Details of the requirements 
are set out in the COVID-19 thematic website  
(www.coronavirus.gov.hk/eng/inbound-travel.html).

• A designated website (www.covidvaccine.gov.hk) 
provides information about the vaccines and the 
inoculation drive on a one-stop basis.  The website is 
also linked to the online vaccination booking system for 
Hong Kong residents.

 

The Secretary for Food and Health, Professor Sophia Chan (centre), 
visits the University of Hong Kong Community Vaccination Centre at 
Ap Lei Chau Sports Centre to view the administration of a COVID-19 
vaccine for teachers, students and their parents on June 24.


