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The Hong Kong Special Administrative Region (HKSAR) is an inalienable
part of the People's Republic of China (PRC). It is a local administrative
region directly under the Central People's Government (CPG)
and enjoys a high degree of autonomy. Safeguarding sovereignty,
unification and territorial integrity of the PRC are the constitutional
responsibilities of the HKSAR, the duty of the HKSAR Government, and
also in the interests of all Hong Kong residents.
Since June 2019, Hong Kong has been severely affected by social
unrest and violent protests that have had negative impacts on the
economy and stability of Hong Kong and posed a threat to national
security, including calls for independence and revolution. Opposition
forces and organisations advocating "Hong Kong independence" have
blatantly challenged the authority of the Central Authorities and the
HKSAR Government, pleaded for interference in Hong Kong’s affairs by
foreign countries and even begged for sanctions against Hong Kong.
External forces have intensified their interference in Hong Kong’s
internal affairs. These activities disregard the interests of Hong Kong
people and seriously jeopardise national sovereignty, security and
development interests.
In view of the increasingly pronounced national security risks faced by
the HKSAR, the enactment of a national security law at the State level
is both necessary and urgent in order to plug the loophole in national
security in Hong Kong. The legislation is an important step to improve
the "One Country, Two Systems" regime as well as to restore stability
in Hong Kong society as soon as possible.
On June 30, the National People’s Congress Standing Committee
passed "The Law of the People’s Republic of China on Safeguarding
National Security in the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
(HKSAR)" for inclusion in Annex III to the Basic Law according to Article
18 of the Basic Law. By way of promulgation the law is now effective
in the HKSAR.

"The National Security

Law is the turning point
for Hong Kong to find a
way out of the impasse
and restore order from
chaos. By establishing
and improving the legal
system and enforcement
mechanisms to safeguard
national security, Hong
Kong will be able to stay
clear of riots and return
to stability. Together, we
can relaunch Hong Kong
and take forward the city’s
development."

Chief Executive of the HKSAR,
Mrs Carrie Lam
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What You Need to Know

» The purposes of the National Security Law are to
safeguard national security, prevent, suppress and
impose punishment for the offences of secession,
subversion, organisation and perpetration of terrorist
activities, and collusion with a foreign country or with
external elements to endanger national security in
relation to the HKSAR; maintain prosperity and stability
of the HKSAR; and protect the lawful rights and interests
of HKSAR residents.
» The Law only targets an extremely small minority of
persons endangering national security while the life
and property as well as various lawful basic rights and
freedoms enjoyed by the overwhelming majority of
HKSAR residents are protected.
» The Law clearly stipulates that the principle of the rule of
law shall be adhered to in preventing, suppressing and
imposing punishment for offences endangering national
security, including that of conviction and sentencing in
accordance with the law, presumption of innocence, no
one shall be liable to be tried again for an offence for
which he or she has already been convicted or acquitted
in judicial proceedings, and protection of the rights of the
suspect in judicial proceedings, etc. The offences created
by the Law have no retrospective effect and are only
applicable to acts after the commencement of the Law.
» The Law clearly stipulates that in safeguarding national
security the HKSAR shall protect in accordance with the
law Hong Kong people's rights and freedoms under the
Basic Law as well as the provisions of the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and the

International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural
Rights as applied to Hong Kong, including the freedoms
of speech, of the press, of publication, of association, of
assembly, of procession and of demonstration.
» Except under the exceptional circumstances specified,
the HKSAR shall have jurisdiction over cases concerning
offences under the National Security Law. The National
Security Law and the laws of the HKSAR shall apply to
procedural matters, including those related to criminal
investigation, prosecution, trial and execution of penalty.
» The Law provides for the establishment of a Committee
for Safeguarding National Security of the HKSAR chaired
by the Chief Executive, which shall be responsible for
affairs relating to, and assume primary responsibility
for, safeguarding national security in the HKSAR. It is
under the supervision of and accountable to the CPG.
The Committee has a National Security Adviser, who is
designated by the CPG.
» As the principal authorities to enforce the National
Security Law, the Hong Kong Police Force and the
Department of Justice of the HKSAR Government have
set up dedicated divisions to handle national security
affairs.
» The State Council has established the Office for
Safeguarding National Security of the CPG in the
HKSAR, headed by Mr Zheng Yanxiong. Mr Luo Huining
has been appointed by the State Council as National
Security Adviser to the Committee on National Security
of the HKSAR.
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To Clear the Myth
The National Security Law targets collusion with foreign or external forces. Will the
law affect activities between Hong Kong citizens, organisations or corporations and
their foreign counterparts in regard to academic exchanges, religious contacts, cultural
interchanges, trade and investment, etc?
No. The basic rights and freedom of Hong Kong citizens, including freedom to enter or leave the HKSAR,
freedom of conscience, freedom to engage in academic research, literary and artistic creation, and other
cultural activities, are protected by the Basic Law and will not be affected. The national security offence
of colluding with foreign or external forces as stipulated under the National Security Law only refers
to specific acts, which have been clearly defined under the law. It will not affect the normal exchange
activities between individuals, organisations or corporations and their foreign or external counterparts,
neither will it cause anyone to breach the law inadvertently.

Will the National Security Law erode foreign investors’ confidence and undermine Hong
Kong’s status as an international financial centre?
Social unrest, the failure of the rule of law, the lack of protection for corporate assets and personal safety
are the genuine factors which would undermine investors’ confidence. As a matter of fact, these were
the factors that have led to the fall of Hong Kong’s international rankings in the past year. The United
Kingdom, United States of America, France, Germany and Mainland China all have enacted national
security legislation, but we have never heard that such legislation affected the economic development
and business environment of these countries. The National Security Law can promptly revert the chaotic
situation in the past year and restore stability in Hong Kong, thereby improving Hong Kong’s business
and investment environment. We strongly believe that only with national security safeguarded can
Hong Kong enjoy long-term stability and security. Therefore, the legislation will be conducive to Hong
Kong continuously improving its strengths, attracting overseas talents, strengthening its status as an
international financial centre as well as a shipping and trading hub, in addition to giving impetus to
promoting the development of innovation and technology.
More information is available for reference:
Booklet - https://www.isd.gov.hk/nationalsecurity/eng/pdf/NSL_QnA_Book.pdf
Website - https://www.isd.gov.hk/nationalsecurity/eng/index.html

