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Universal Community Testing 
A 14-day Universal Community Testing Programme (UCTP) 
was launched city-wide on September 1, 2020, with more 
than 140 community testing centres operating to cater for 
the testing needs of Hong Kong residents.  Testing service 
was provided free for members of the public who could 
participate on a voluntary basis.  Appropriate infection 
control and social distancing measures were put in place 
at various testing centres, ensuring that the testing was 
safe, convenient and quick.

A total of about 1,783,000 specimens had been collected 
under UCTP for COVID-19 nucleic acid test, among which 
46 were tested preliminary positive and were referred to 
the Department of Health for confirmatory tests as well as 
subsequent follow-up.  UCTP has identified asymptomatic 
patients and cut the community transmission chain as 
far and as early as possible and achieved the objective of 
early identification, early isolation and early treatment.  It 
has helped prevent further transmission of the virus for 
better control of the third wave of the epidemic in the city.

Community Testing Centre at Queen Elizabeth Stadium

Photo shows a working staff taking combined nasal and throat swabs 
from a member of the public
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Community treatment facility  
expansion at AsiaWorld-Expo 
With the support of the Central Government, 
the community treatment facility expansion 
at AsiaWorld-Expo (AWE) was successfully 
completed.  A ceremony was held on October 
9, 2020 during which the facility was officially 
handed over to the Hospital Authority.  The 
relevant construction works commenced in mid-
September and were swiftly completed within 
three weeks, providing an addition of nearly 
1,000 beds in AWE, with some equipped with 
negative pressure facilities.

Launch of “LeaveHomeSafe” COVID-19 exposure notification mobile app 
The Government launched the “LeaveHomeSafe” mobile app in November 2020.  
Tapping technology to combat the pandemic, the app aims to encourage the 
public to keep a more precise record of their whereabouts, minimising the risk 
of further transmission of the virus and protect Hong Kong together.  The mobile 
app can also be used directly in over 18,000 taxis.

The development of the “LeaveHomeSafe” mobile app is led by the Office of the 
Government Chief Information Officer.  Characterised by voluntary participation 
and recording visits at users’ discretion, it is a digital tool to record accurately 
the date and time for checking into and leaving different venues.  Relevant data 
will then be kept in the app inside the user’s mobile phone.  If a confirmed case 
is later discovered at a participating venue, the app will notify users who have 
visited the same venue as the COVID-19 confirmed case at around the same time 
together with health advice to enhance their vigilance.  The “LeaveHomeSafe” 
mobile app upholds the principle of protecting personal data privacy, and user 
registration is not required.  Venue check-in data will be encrypted and saved on 
users’ devices for 31 days before being erased automatically.

Secretary for 
Development, Mr 
Michael Wong (front 
row, third left), 
pictured with other 
officiating guests at 
the ceremony

Inspection of 
the negative 
pressure ward of 
the community 
treatment facility at 
AsiaWorld-Expo

Mrs Lam with staff members 
of the laboratories, giving 
them encouragement during 
her visit to the air-inflated 
laboratories.

A few batches of the Mainland nucleic acid test support 
team were deployed by the Central Government to help 
enhance the testing capability of Hong Kong within a 
short period of time.  The HKSAR Government was 
then enabled to launch the large-scale UCTP to provide 
voluntary virus testing for all citizens of Hong Kong.  
On September 9, 2020, the Chief Executive, Mrs Carrie 
Lam visited the temporary air-inflated laboratories to 
learn more about their operation, including manpower 
allocation and workflow, as well as application of 
technology to help with the rationalisation of logistics.  
Mrs Lam also took the opportunity to meet with 
members of the Mainland nucleic acid test support 
team working in the laboratories.
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Designated Quarantine Hotel Scheme 
To reduce the contact between travellers from overseas and local community, the Government has mandated 
returnees from high-risk places to undergo compulsory quarantine at hotels since July 2020 and extended 
the requirement to all returnees from countries outside China since November.  To further enhance the 
prevention of importation of cases, the Government implemented the new measure from December 22, 
2020 mandating all returnees from countries outside China to undergo compulsory quarantine at the 
designated quarantine hotels.

As a designated quarantine hotel, the hotel must pass the inspection conducted by the Department of 
Health and relevant departments for ensuring that the design, facilities and workflow of the hotel fulfill the 
infection control requirements. Under the new measure, the Government arranges dedicated transportation 
to send returnees to the designated quarantine hotels from airport and the Holding Centre for Test Result, 
so as to minimise their contact with the community.




